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Play / Activities
50 Tricky Riddles That Will Keep Even the Smartest Kids Guessing
The joyful pain of an impossible riddle.
By Anna Tingley
Jan 29 2021, 6:11 PM

    EMAIL
    SHARE

If a funny riddle is like a brainier version of a corny joke, a hard riddle is like a challenging brainteaser that rewards kids with laughter in the end. In addition to teaching our kids empathy, cooperation, patience, and the like, we also want to engage their intellect. But that doesn’t mean giving them vocabulary quizzes at the dinner table — or relying exclusively on dumb jokes for laughs. Books, activities, and puzzles are all fun (emphasis on fun) ways to challenge kids and get them excited to problem-solve. But you don’t want to insult your kid’s intelligence by giving them puzzles that are too easy for them to solve. As they get older, you’ll have to work harder to keep them on their toes with ever-trickier riddles.
ADVERTISEMENT

When brainstorming a hard riddle that you’re sure will stump your kid, you should also think about how their brain works. The best part of really hard riddles is that they reward every type of kid, depending on the riddle you give them: There are the number games for the math nerds, the wordplay for the book lovers, and the absurdist puzzles for the creative thinkers. Below are the best tricky riddles, with answers, that your kid may be able to figure out on their own…with enough patience.

    Riddle: What two things can you never have for breakfast?
    Answer: Lunch and Dinner
    Riddle: What is so fragile that saying its name breaks it?
    Answer: Silence.
    Riddle: What can run but never walks, has a mouth but never talks, has a head but never weeps, has a bed but never sleeps?
    Answer: A river
    Riddle: What can fill a room but takes up no space?
    Answer: Light
    Riddle: If you drop me I’m sure to crack, but give me a smile and I’ll always smile back. What am I?
    Answer: A mirror
    Riddle: What is the capital in France?
    Answer: The letter F is the only capital letter in France.
    Riddle: The more you take, the more you leave behind. What are they?
    Answer: Footsteps
    Riddle: I turn once, what is out will not get in. I turn again, what is in will not get out. What am I?
    Answer: A key
    Riddle: A man calls his dog from the opposite side of the river. The dog crosses the river without getting wet, and without using a bridge or boat. How?
    Answer: The river was frozen.
    Riddle: What breaks yet never falls, and what falls yet never breaks?
    Answer: Day and night
    Riddle: What goes through cities and fields, but never moves?
    Answer: A road
    Riddle: I am always hungry and will die if not fed, but whatever I touch will soon turn red. What am I?
    Answer: Fire
    Riddle: The person who makes it has no need of it; the person who buys it has no use for it. The person who uses it can neither see nor feel it. What is it?
    Answer: A coffin
    Riddle: A man looks at a painting in a museum and says, “Brothers and sisters I have none, but that man’s father is my father’s son.” Who is in the painting?
    Answer: The man’s son
    Riddle: With pointed fangs I sit and wait; with piercing force I crunch out fate; grabbing victims, proclaiming might; physically joining with a single bite. What am I?
    Answer: A stapler
    Riddle: I have lakes with no water, mountains with no stone and cities with no buildings. What am I?
    Answer: A map
    Riddle: What does man love more than life, hate more than death or mortal strife; that which contented men desire; the poor have, the rich require; the miser spends, the spendthrift saves, and all men carry to their graves?
    Answer: Nothing
    Riddle: Mr. and Ms. Mustard have six daughters and each daughter has one brother. How many people are in the Mustard family?
    Answer: There are nine Mustards in the family. Since each daughter shares the same brother, there are six girls, one boy and Mr. and Ms. Mustard.
    Riddle: I am something people love or hate. I change people’s appearances and thoughts. If a person takes care of themself, I will go up even higher. Some people might want to try and hide me but I will show. No matter how hard people try I will never go down. What am I?
    Answer: Age
    Riddle: Only one color, but not one size,
    Stuck at the bottom, yet easily flies.
    Present in sun, but not in rain,
    Doing no harm, and feeling no pain.
    What is it?
    Answer: A shadow
    Riddle: Who is that with a neck and no head, two arms and no hands?
    Answer: A shirt
    Riddle: If eleven plus two equals one, what does nine plus five equal?
    Answer:
    11 o’clock plus 2 hours = 1 o’clock
    9 o’clock plus 5 hours = 2 o’clock
    Riddle: Can you write down eight eights so that they add up to one thousand?
    Answer: 888 + 88 + 8 + 8 + 8 = 1000
    Riddle: It can’t be seen, can’t be felt, can’t be heard, and can’t be smelt. It lies behind stars and under hills, And empty holes it fills. It comes first and follows after, Ends life, and kills laughter. What is it?
    Answer: The dark
    Riddle: What English word retains the same pronunciation, even after you take away four of its five letters?
    Answer: Queue
    Riddle: Three playing cards in a row. Can you name them with these clues? There is a two to the right of a king. A diamond will be found to the left of a spade. An ace is to the left of a heart. A heart is to the left of a spade. Now, identify all three cards
    Answer: Three playing cards in a row. Can you name them with these clues? There is a two to the right of a king. A diamond will be found to the left of a spade. An ace is to the left of a heart. A heart is to the left of a spade. Now, identify all three cards.
    Answer: Ace of Diamonds, King of Hearts, Two of Spades.
    Riddle: What is it that given one, you’ll have either two or none?
    Answer: A choice.
    Riddle: George, Helen, and Steve are drinking coffee. Bert, Karen, and Dave are drinking soda. Using logic, is Elizabeth drinking coffee or soda?
    Answer: Elizabeth is drinking coffee. The letter E appears twice in her name, as it does in the names of the others that are drinking coffee.
    Riddle: I have branches, yet I have no leaves, no trunk, and no fruit. What am I?
    Answer: A bank.
    Riddle: What has a head, a tail, is brown, and has no legs?
    Answer: A penny.
    Riddle: When I’m used, I’m useless. Once offered, soon rejected. In desperation, I’m oft expressed. What am I?
    Answer: An excuse.
    Riddle: I have four legs, but no hair. People ride me for hours, but don’t go anywhere. Without needing to be tugged or turned on, I always manage to be ready for work. What am I?
    Answer: A desk
    Riddle: Which of the following words don’t belong in the group and why? CORSET, COSTER, SECTOR, ESCORT, COURTS
    Answer: Courts. All of the others are anagrams of each other.
    Riddle: When John was six years old he hammered a nail into his favorite tree to mark his height. Ten years later at age sixteen, John returned to see how much higher the nail was. If the tree grew by five centimeters each year, how much higher would the nail be?
    Answer: The nail would be at the same height since trees grow at their tops.
    Riddle: I am four times as old as my daughter. In 20 years time I shall be twice as old as her. How old are we now?
    Answer: I am 40 and my daughter is 10.
    Riddle: There was a man who was born before his father, killed his mother, and married his sister. Yet, there was nothing wrong with what he had done. Why?
    Answer: His father was in front of him when he was born, therefore he was born before him. His mother died while giving birth to him. Finally, he grew up to be a minister and married his sister at her ceremony.
    Riddle: Lily is a lilypad in a small pond. Lily doubles her size each day, On the 20th day she covers the whole pond. On what day was Lily half the size of the pond?
    Answer: Day 19, it’s not 10 because on day 20 she doubled from day 19, so 19 must be half the size of the pond.
    Riddle: What common English verb becomes its own past tense by rearranging its letters?
    Answer: Eat and ate.
    Riddle: When asked how old she was, Suzie replied, “In two years I will be twice as old as I was five years ago.” How old is she?
    Answer: She’s 12.
    Riddle: Lighter than what I am made of, More of me is hidden Than is seen. What am I?
    Answer: An iceberg.
    Riddle: It’s shorter than the rest but when you’re happy you raise it up like it’s the best. What is it?
    Answer: A thumb.
    Riddle: The man who bought it doesn’t want it for himself. The man who buys it doesn’t buy it for himself. And the man who needs it doesn’t know he needs it. What is it?
    Answer: A coffin.
    Riddle: I have cities, but no houses. I have mountains, but no trees. I have water, but no fish. What am I?
    Answer: A map.
    Riddle: A girl has as many brothers as sisters, but each brother has only half as many brothers as sisters. How many brothers and sisters are there in the family?
    Answer: Four sisters and three brothers.
    Riddle: First, think of the color of the clouds. Next, think of the color of snow. Now, think of the color of a bright, full moon. Now, answer quickly: what do cows drink?
    Answer: Water
    Riddle: Different lights do make me strange, thus into different sizes I will change. What am I
    Answer: I am the pupil of an eye.
    Riddle: What has a tail and a head but no body?
    Answer: A coin
    Riddle: I am an odd number. Take away a letter and I become even. What number am I?
    Answer: Seven
    Riddle: If a red house is made of red bricks, and a yellow house is made of yellow bricks, what is a greenhouse made of?
    Answer: All greenhouses are made of glass.
    Riddle: What can never be put in a saucepan?
    Answer: Its lid.
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Don Cheadle On Being Bad For ‘Space Jam’ and What’s Next For War Machine
The Marvel star dishes on 'Armor Wars' and telling LeBron James to "stay out of my light."
By Donna Freydkin
Jul 15 2021, 12:56 PM
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As War Machine, Don Cheadle was the conscience, the voice of reason, the adult in the room, playing a key Avenger in all six of his Marvel movies. Maybe the dude needed a change. Maybe he got sick of doing the right thing. And maybe that’s what led him to Space Jam: A New Legacy  — opening on July 16 and on HBO Max— a gloriously absurdist mash-up of hoops, cartoons, misbegotten superheroes, complete with LeBron James and Sonequa Martin-Green as worried, and heoric, parents.
ADVERTISEMENT

This time, Cheadle isn’t saving the world from Thanos. Nor is he wearing any impressive armor. But he does face off with LeBron, as Al-G Rhythm, a diabolical, evil, and nattily dressed computer A.I. whose name is a play on an algorithm. Working with King James had its challenges, but the deliciously deadpan Cheadle, who does this interview from “an unspecified location on an island in the Pacific,” handled everything with aplomb. 

“I just told him really to stay out of my light, of course, which is hard because he’s a giant. I said don’t mouth the words when I’m saying the words, like Will Smith did (in The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air) — don’t do that. That’s an amateur move. And when they say cut, the standard applause is fine. You don’t have to whistle and cheer, just clap for me. That’s all,” he says.
ADVERTISEMENT

All jokes aside, the movie deals with some issues relevant to all parents, especially those in the public eye. How do you free your kids to pursue their own dreams, without being beholden to the legacy of their parents? How do you raise confident children who aren’t always afraid they won’t measure up? It’s a real thing, and it’s something Cheadle discussed with Fatherly.

Don, this movie is funny, sure, but it also deals with some pretty heavy issues. Like how to raise grounded kids who know their own worth. How did you manage it, with your two adult daughters?

I’m glad that I’ve had a good example from my parents who let me do what I wanted to do. And my sister and my brother, there was never any real pressure from my parents for us to follow any sort of path or any sort of plot that they’d laid out for us.

I think as a parent, really, if you’re really have your kids’ best interests at heart, that’s what you want. You want them to be happy. You want them to be successful, but not by your standards but by their standards.

And you largely kept them out of the public eye. 

That was our goal, to make sure that they got to be kids and that they had a life outside of this. They didn’t ask for this celebrity, they didn’t ask to be exposed in that way.

We’d go to premieres and walk the red carpet and say, ‘Do you guys want to do this? Or do you not?’ There’s no pressure to do it. I don’t need to have everybody show up and get dressed and show everybody how close we are. If you guys want to do this, you can, if you don’t, it’s all good.
ADVERTISEMENT

But you try to give them a consistent upbringing, so they get to go to the same school and have the same friends and not have to just follow me all around the world. I was really never away from them without them coming to visit me or me coming home for more than two and a half weeks at a time. You just make that the priority. And if you do that, then you have a shot of having a family and having some normalcy.

You also got married during the pandemic. Congratulations. How does it feel being a newlywed after being with Bridgid Coulter for almost 30 years? 

My accountant. I’m serious. I’m actually totally serious. If we had lived in another state, we would already have been common-law married and we wouldn’t have had to go through that. He’s been asking both of us to do it for years. We’ve been together for so long that it didn’t really matter to us. We didn’t need the ceremony to have a commitment. That’s already happened. We’ve already had all the productions. We’ve had kids, we’ve raised kids. We built homes. We’d gone through all of the big productions, which is all really the wedding thing was for us. But the piece of paper is important to obviously take care of the family later. Something happens to me, then we’re not giving half of it away too.

Most important question of the day: What’s ahead for War Machine, and his return to Armor Wars on Disney+?

Is that the most important question of the day? It must be a slow news day. There is Armor Wars. We’re kind of cracking the spine on all of that right now. There’s no spoiler alert. I can’t even give you one, because I don’t know what the show is going to be, but that’s going to be happening probably within the next year. You probably know more than me. I legit know nothing.
ADVERTISEMENT

And you’re also the narrator of the upcoming Wonder Years reboot. How did that come about? 

Incoming call. Fred Savage and Saladin K. Patterson, who were both behind it, called me. Actually, it was it wasn’t Saladin who called me — actually, the first call that I got was from, I’m going up on his name, he’s producing it. Look it up. [Marc Velez)\]. They just said we’re doing this reboot and we want you involved. And we think it would be great. We met and talked and chopped it up and I read the first three scripts and I thought they were really cool.

We’ve had a hell of a year. What excites you the most about the future? 

Really figuring out Armor Wars, which is going to be very interesting. My company is up and running. We’ve sold several shows. That’s cool. So keep the momentum going on that. But I think mostly what I’m excited about is starting to really craft the work-life balance and getting more time off — this is my 36th year of work. So I’m looking forward to having more time like this, more downtime, and not downtime doing Zoom prep.

Space Jam: A New Legacy is streaming on HBO Max and in theaters on July 16, 2021.
More Stuff You'll Love:

    72 Funny Jokes for Kids (And Adults Who Like Dumb Jokes)
    The Very Best Dad Jokes: 55 Funny, Corny Jokes That'll Bring on the Groans
    The 50 Best Nursery, Toddler & Kids’ Songs That Any Parent Can Sing
    78 Scavenger Hunt Clues for Kids to Keep Busy With This Spring
    The 31 Harry Potter Spells Everyone Should Know
    What’s the Best Order to Watch Star Wars Movies in for the First Time?

Sign up for the Fatherly newsletter to get original articles and expert advice about parenting, fitness, gear, and more in your inbox every day.
↓ Get the best of Fatherly in your inbox
marvel
Space Jam
ADVERTISEMENT
ADVERTISEMENT
More From Play
Play
Where to Stream the Classic '80s 'He-Man and the Masters of the Universe'
Play
Shake Things Up With These 5 Truly Epic Family Road Trips
Play
Surprise! 'Loki' Season 2 Announcement Has Some James Bond Flair
Play
'Behind the Attraction' Reveals the Secrets of Disney Rides
Play
Sonequa Martin-Green On 'Star Trek,' Parenting and 'Space Jam 2'
Play
'Ted Lasso' Season 2: Release Date, Cast and Episode Schedule
Play
Shake Things Up With These 5 Truly Epic Family Road Trips
A family road trip is a family road trip, until it's not.
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Family road trips never go out of style. But they do get predictable. Even when you set out with the best of intentions, you’re still dealing with a bunch of children here. You can’t get too rowdy, otherwise, you’re being unsafe. Still, how do you avoid a road trip in which the kids are just glued to their screens in the back of the minivan? Fun car games and great playlists can help ease the tedium, but having a great route in the first place is crucial.
ADVERTISEMENT

Creating a safe and fun road trip hardly means you have to stick to the predictable routes, and yes Route 66, we’re looking at you! With roaring rivers, mountain peaks, legendary North American wildlife, and some excellent beach towns on the below itineraries, we’ve scoured the land — and Mexico’s Baja California Peninsula, too — to bring you the most epic options for rolling out for fun and adventure along some routes you might not have considered.
Epic Family Road Trip #1: Hitting Baja, From Cabo San Lucas to Loreto

Los Colibris Casitas / loscolibris.com
ADVERTISEMENT

Most travelers tend to land in Cabo San Lucas and park it for partying poolside or playing on the sand. Keep going. When you set out to see more of what Baja California Sur has to offer with the family, the rewards are mucho. You’ll want at least a week to make the most of the desert views and sweeping Sea of Cortez and Pacific coastlines that await on a road trip from glitzy Cabo north to the more mellow towns of La Paz and Loreto in Baja California Sur, passing through sleepy seaside hamlets along the way. North of Cabo on the Pacific Coast, do a surf check in Pescadero and bed down at Los Colibris Casitas in nearby Todos Santos, where suites overlook a palm-filled oasis and the coast.

The road north from there to La Paz winds along the coast and through the cactus-lined interior to the Sea of Cortez, where you should park your rental car for two few nights to go glamping at Camp Cecil de la Isla on uninhabited Espiritu Santo Island. Here, a clutch of comfortable canvas tents hug the shoreline and the camp’s tender shuttles you off for activities like snorkeling at Los Islotes, where you can come face to face with sea lions underwater.

The road from La Paz north to the tiny Sea of Cortez town of Loreto skirts the coast for much of it and comes with stunning mountain views. Once there, go on boat tours into  Bahía de Loreto National Park to spot dolphins and potentially blue whales (during the winter), too, and picnic on pristine islands.
ADVERTISEMENT

The main roads through Baja California Sur are all in excellent condition but you’ll want to heed the local advice not to drive after dark when livestock tends to wander down to the road.
Epic Family Road Trip #1: Traversing Alaska Along The Denali Highway

Maclaren River Lodge / maclarenlodge.com

If there was ever a reason to bypass a family cruise in Alaska, it’s the call of the little-traveled, open road when you head out with the family in a rental 4X4 exploring the last frontier on one of the most legendary road trips in North America.

For an epic route that takes in the Denali Highway and two other scenic Alaska highways, bet on this circular journey that starts and ends in Fairbanks.

From Fairbanks, the Richardson Highway travels 175 miles south past attractions like the Gulkana Glaciers and Chena Lake before hitting the turnoff for the Denali Highway at Paxson Junction.

Of the Denali Highway’s 134 miles west from there, through towering Alaska and Talkeetna Ranges, only 24 miles are paved. You’re in serious adventure terrain here along the graded gravel road—home to bear, lynx, moose, caribou, fox and more—with pullouts along the way where you can camp (if you’re that hardcore) or stay t iconic Alaska wilderness lodges like the Maclaren River Lodge at milepost 42 and the Clearwater Mountain Lodge at milepost 82. Ditch the car for a back-country adventure to see wildlife, waterfalls, and more.
ADVERTISEMENT

You can access Denali National Park & Preserve via the Parks Highway, where the Denali Highway ends. Then make your way back to Fairbanks, through the communities of Healy and Nenana, to fly back home after one legitimately adventurous family trip.
Epic Family Road Trip #3: Take the High Road, from Denver to Grand Junction

Gravity Haus / gravityhaus.com

Just 1.5 hours out of Denver takes you up, up, up—across the front range of the Rockies and the Continental Divide to Breckenridge—which is as much as a summertime playground for families as a winter one.

As you make your way west from the Mile High City, stretch your legs with a hike and music history at Red Rocks Amphitheatre (the place to instill a love of live music in your offspring, if ever there was one).

Break for pie thirty minutes west of there at Beau Jo’s Colorado Pizza in the sweet little mountain town of Idaho Springs before heading onward to Dillon, where you can rent kayaks or paddleboards to get out on the dazzling Lake Dillon Reservoir.
ADVERTISEMENT

Once in Breckenridge, settle in with the family in a bunk room at Gravity Haus and spend a few days enjoying the many miles of hiking and biking trails, including the 1880s wagon road that leads to Lower Crystal Lake.

Breck is also home to the best fly-fishing waters in Colorado, and you’re all but guaranteed to hook a trout when learn to let out the fly lines with the Orvis-endorsed guides with Breckenridge Outfitters in the rivers around town.

The roughly two-hour road trip west to Glenwood Springs comes with peaky mountain vistas and wide valley views, passing through Vail on the way.  Reward yourself with some water fun at the recently remodeled Glenwood Hot Springs Pool or head out rafting on the Colorado River through Glenwood Canyon.

The 90-minute drive west from there brings dramatic scenery changes, as the alpine views transition to red rocks in the high desert of Colorado’s western slope and Grand Junction (scout for pronghorns, elk, bighorn sheep and more along the roadside as you cruise along). You’ll want to spend several days with the family in Grand Junction, as the town makes a great base for outdoor adventures along the lines of family-friendly desert biking along the Lunch Loop Trailhead, tubing along the Colorado River and visiting the Dinosaur Journey Museum in nearby Fruita.
Epic Family Road Trip #4: Explore California’s Highway 1, through San Luis Obispo County

White Water Lodge Cambria / whitewatercambria.com
ADVERTISEMENT

For something more surprising than the default (albeit glorious) Pacific Coast Highway road trip from San Francisco south to Big Sur, kick things off, instead, in San Luis Obispo, midway between San Francisco and Los Angeles.

The 100-mile-long Highway 1 Discovery Route through San Luis Obispo County is a place to take it slow and detour often—the distances are minimal, but you could easily spend a week or longer with your crew taking in all there is to see and do here.

Our favorite loop heads north from San Luis Obispo to Cambria and the incredible Piedras Blancas Elephant Seal Rookery in San Simeon (also home to Heart Castle), before looping south to

Cayucos and Avila Beach on your way back to SLO.

If you splurge on just one stay, make it the new White Water lodge on Moonstone Beach in Cambria, where Scandinavia meets California in a bohemian beach setting.

Among the many ways to spend a memorable family vacation along this route are taking a trail ride on Clydesdale horses at Covell Ranch in Cambria, foraging for edible seaweed in Cayucos and soaking in the healing waters at Sycamore Mineral Springs Resort & Spa.

For a rewarding day out on the water in Avila Beach, kayak out with Avila Beach Paddlesports to the historic Point San Luis Lighthouse, where you might spot whales, sea lions and otters along the way.
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And if you can sneak off from the kids for a few hours, the Edna Valley just south of San Luis Obispo makes for some fun winery hopping.
Epic Family Road Trip #5: Wind Through the Adirondacks, from Lake George to Saranac Lake

Beaver Brook Outfitters / beaverbrook.net

As the largest publicly protected area in the lower 48, there’s so much to love about road tripping through the Adirondacks on a family adventure—particularly during the leafy green summer months or the ombres of autumn.

For a route that puts the joy in the journey and can be stretched out into several days of exploring, start in Lake George and continue north along Interstate 87 to visit quainter hamlets along the route east on Route 73 in the towns of  Lake Placid and Saranac Lake.

Near Lake George, Beaver Brook Outfitters leads white water rafting and guided kayaking tours as well as multi-day canoe and camping tours on several Adirondacks Lakes, if you’re keen to park the car for a spell and drift deeper into nature.
ADVERTISEMENT

The waterfront Mirror Lake Inn in Lake Placid makes for a cozy base surrounded by mountain and lake views from which you can launch family hikes, biking, fishing, boat tours, ziplining, and the like. Just east of there in Saranac Lake, you can embark on some family environmental learning at the Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation, get in some easy hiking along the Moose Pond trail or try some more challenging hikes with older kids in the nearby High Peaks.
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